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Scientific presentation: “The role of sexual desire in the female sexual response
models and the definition of female hypoactive sexual desire disorder”.

THE ROLE OF SEXUAL DESIRE IN THE FEMALE
SEXUAL RESPONSE MODELS AND THE DEFINITION OF
FEMALE HYPOACTIVE SEXUAL DESIRE DISORDER
In 1979 H. Kaplan added sexual desire in the linear sexual response model
developed by Masters and Johnson. It was suggested that sexual desire is a
discrete stage of the sexual response and also necessary for the initiation of the
sexual response. This was the model that strongly influenced the diagnostic criteria
for hypoactive sexual desire disorder and also the majority of the relevant research
studies until recently. However, a number of research studies have challenged this
traditional model. The most critical research finding that challenges the linear model
is that sexual desire is not the most frequent reason for which women engage in
sexual activity. In 2000, R. Basson introduced a new circular model of female sexual
response, according to which, sexual desire is not necessary for the initiation of the
sexual response. This new circular model has influenced the new definitions of
female hypoactive sexual desire disorder proposed by the DSM-V.

